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CHRISTIAN LEGAL FELLOWSHIP ENDORSES 

THE VULNERABLE PERSONS STANDARD

___________________________________________________________

 

Momentum continues to grow in support of the Vulnerable Persons Standard

both by individuals and organizations. Today we bring focus to the faith-based

communities that support and are interested in the Vulnerable Persons

Standard, including Catholic Health Alliance of Canada, The Evangelical

Fellowship of Canada, and Canadian Council of Imams.

We are pleased to announce that the Christian Legal Fellowship has endorsed

the Standard and will be promoting it with their members. With this

endorsement, the Christian Legal Fellowship has joined our call to

Parliamentarians to ensure that the Standard's safeguards are incorporated

into federal legislation concerning physician-assisted dying.

Derek Ross, Executive Director of the Christian Legal Fellowship, says, "As

the Supreme Court of Canada recognized, permitting physician-assisted death

presents inherent risks for vulnerable people. This should be of deep concern

to all Canadians. While we believe a complete ban remains the only way to

eliminate such risks, the Standard contains important measures to help

minimize them, consistent with a 'carefully-designed system imposing stringent

limits' as contemplated by the Court."

The Vulnerable Persons Standard was developed by a group of advisors with

expertise in medicine, ethics, law, public policy and needs of vulnerable

persons. The Standard balances equitable access to physician-assisted dying

with important safeguards to protect vulnerable people.

To learn more about the more than 35 organizations and nearly 700 individuals

supporting the Standard, please visit us at www.vps-npv.ca.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuE7P-F3IOTsBhauS_jzRy8Puf8aQQai41HaB1-0e2exdZLswn5eK4jwh9BJrEKSAuIP9T2jPNoknchYs8eEieLH3-IWPbUKdzpoYAicdExQLiZJOdFbtJJk=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuL90mBVDdbIhXeH1rtMO3nCxIVVE5-D4FctngaQB5QcZq62skypon1Uth4A7l_TLOIS0FQ-NkdwHyYwLm1f0IBVztj5wbjIVTn79JpQV7_pPZcL7Mss5AIkBrcZFEDUj8o8oDCX3Ug0z&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuE7P-F3IOTsBhauS_jzRy8Puf8aQQai41HaB1-0e2exdZLswn5eK4jwh9BJrEKSAuIP9T2jPNoknchYs8eEieLH3-IWPbUKdzpoYAicdExQLiZJOdFbtJJk=&c=&ch=


DID YOU KNOW: 

The Standard restricts access to physician-assisted death to end-of-life

conditions. The Supreme Court of Canada has determined that adults who

'may be vulnerable to committing suicide in a time of weakness' should be

protected.

In its Carter decision, the Supreme Court adopted the language introduced by

the lower court. The legal phrase "grievous and irremediable" was defined by

the lower court in its finding as an "advanced state of weakening capacities",

with "no chance of improvement". In granting Gloria Taylor a constitutional

exemption from the law prohibiting an assisted death, the trial judge stated that

physician-assisted death was justified only where the adult was "terminally ill

and near death, and there is no hope of her recovering". The criteria were

intentionally restricted to end-of-life conditions with no hope of recovery in

order to protect vulnerable persons who have unmet needs for treatment and

support.

Therefore, if people are not at the end-of-life with medical conditions that cause

enduring and intolerable suffering, then their request to die must be considered

as an expression of their vulnerability - an intolerable level of unmet need that

requires response.

IN THE NEWS: 

The Catholic Register continues to show interest in learning more about the

Vulnerable Persons Standard. Read Michael Bach's, Executive Vice-President

of the Canadian Association for Community Living and Adjunct Professor,

Disability Studies, at Ryerson University, interview in The Catholic Register.

The Vulnerable Persons Standard is a series of evidence-based safeguards

intended to protect the lives of Canadians. These safeguards will help to

ensure that Canadians requesting assistance from physicians to end their life

can do so without jeopardizing the lives of vulnerable persons who may be

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuL90mBVDdbIhbaggQy7yc66LenkmweMETGIUpQ0L5_2JrotkYOH-N3UgWpeh1Kchq6JZ0iWuASb7Z00V9Z7V1ngAmCYlf15cPBfAOLSO5NvcYPmowDhEK_tVAqVXQgxwK9qKbfGnfkiWKyWveMqLrb7w9Zw9iDKPYvVt5j7zM3KeZzofhxdokcnHKMWQSBl_XVvup5RL9E03y2PMmgZtjbO5KpVdUcqGt7lZzhtdrgumXXjZ6mXwhQQBBTtorct4fBurRBRchGXK&c=&ch=


subject to coercion and abuse. 

Vulnerable Persons Secretariat

info@vps-npv.ca

1-855-207-7418

www.vps-npv.ca

Stay up to date with the Vulnerable Persons Standard:

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuE7P-F3IOTsBcYAr2xDqqBjX3vKyiTuJXQrIXYR-CYKcjmtkfQb8K4o88ImN28pI_L4ZTxQ0eHKoxYI7KkGBCBpszU4fqYS4V2FE1azl3PiEZ-4xrISyQeFWKGXh7MvNFA==&c=&ch=

